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fairest missions that has been seen in Canada. The
french prepared the place, repairing thither to build
a village, which began in the year 1667.

While the Reverend Father Rafeix was occupied
in having the lands cleared at la prairie, and was
inviting new settlers to follow him thither, God was
inviting some savages to come to this place. This
invitation took place when he willed that tonsahoten,
with some others, should offer to come down from
onneiout to conduct over the ice to montreal one of
the missionaries who was to come back. Seven
persons, onneiouts, laid the foundations of the whole
mission of St. francois Xavier. This tonsahoten
was constrained to come down, in order to get some
remedies which he did not find in his own country.
He was a christian, and was named pierre. On
going to war, he told his wife that she should take
care of father Bruias, who had just‘arrived, and that
she should learn his prayer. The illustrious gan-
deakteua, wife of the one whom I have called Ton-
sahoten, was from the chat nation, destroyed by the
iroquois. She was a slave; but she had a very good
disposition, and one well adapted to the christian
faith. She served as guide to the six persons who
came to montreal. She said her prayers, although
she was not yet baptized. She had, from that time,
done such great things for God’s sake that the story
of her noble deeds was set forth in detail in the rela-
tions. It will be written elsewhere. This little
band arrived at montreal, over the ice. There Fa-
ther Rafeix met them, some time after their arrival,
and invited them to go upon his lands. These poor
barbarians, who knew not the meaning of priests,
church, and ceremonies, having entered the church
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